
Michael O’Donnell- Oboe

Michael O’Donnell holds the position of Principal Oboe with the Royal Northern Sinfonia 
(RNS).
Born in Newcastle and raised in Perthshire, Scotland, Michael began studying the oboe at age 
13. Two years later he secured piano and oboe scholarships to the then Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama (Junior Department), studying under Stephen West. 
He moved to London in 2002 to study with Christopher Cowie and Gareth Hulse at the Royal 
College of Music, graduating in 2006 with First Class Honours.
After periods freelancing in London and an appointment as second oboe with the Irish 
Chamber Orchestra in 2009, Michael joined RNS in 2010.
His work with RNS spans a wide repertoire, including chamber orchestra engagements, 
international touring, and recordings, reflecting his deep commitment both to his instrument 
and the musical life of the North East of England.
Off-stage, Michael enjoys cooking, cycling and is also in the final stages of completing a law 
degree via the Open University.


