
Magdalena Filipczak

"It was a concert not to be forgotten…Ms. Filipczak exploited it as the vehicle of violin wiz-
ardry it was meant to be...surpassed expectations" wrote the New York Concert Review 
about the recent Carnegie Hall recital debut of award-winning violinist Magdalena Fil-
ipczak.

The ARTS DESK described her as "a musical chameleon, quickly getting under the skin of
whatever she's playing”.

With her eclectic and extensive repertoire she has appeared as a soloist and chamber mu-
sician in the UK (including Wigmore Hall, Barbican Hall, St John's Smith Square), in Eu-
rope (among others in Het Concertgebouw, Tallinn Philharmonic, Cracow Philharmonic, 
Baltic Philharmonic) as well as in the USA (Carnegie Hall), Canada and South America. 
Magdalena’s Carnegie Hall recital debut, postponed due to the pandemic, will be on May 
30th 2023.

Among her many international competition successes, she is the winner of the IV Heino 
Eller International Violin Competition in Estonia and recipient of special prizes for the best 
interpretation of Bach (Bärenreiter Edition Prize) and the best concerto performance (Mu-
sic Academy in Tallinn Prize). Most recently Magdalena has received Gold Prize of 2018 
Manhattan International Music Competition, Silver Prize at 2018 Berliner International Mu-
sic Competition, and First Prize at 2017 United States International Concerto Competition. 
For her achievement she was awarded Młoda Polska Scholarship (Young Poland) by the 
Polish Ministry of Culture and National Heritage.

Magdalena’s new CD with a renowned Hungarian pianist Peter Frankl is in the final stage 
of postproduction. Her solo debut CD Essence of Violin has been praised by critics, includ-
ing THE STRAD Magazine as “glittering…beguiling…captivating…hauntingly atmo-
spheric…”. 

Recently she has been publishing on YouTube her new recordings with her brother, pianist
Lukasz Filipczak, which will be later released as an album. Magdalena has also featured in
two discs recorded with Gruppo Montebello at the Banff Arts Centre in Canada, two CDs 
with music by Grammy Award composer Tim Garland Songs to the North 
Sky and Weather Walker, and two CDs with music by Peter Gregson Quartets: 
One and Quartets: Two. Media appearances include BBC Radio 3, Chicago WFMT Radio,
Dutch Radio 4, Canadian Radio, Bulgarian TV, Polish, Austrian and Estonian TV and Ra-
dio. Magdalena also toured Brazil and Argentina as a guest leader/director with the Tallinn 
Chamber Orchestra.

After graduating from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London, where she stud-
ied with the distinguished Polish violinist Krzysztof Smietana, she was awarded an Individ-
ual Artist’s Fellowship. At the Guildhall she won the Max and Peggy Morgan Violin Con-
certo Prize, and together with Filipczak Piano Trio the Ivan Sutton Chamber Music Award 
of the City Music Society in London. Magdalena also trained voice at the Guildhall with 



John Evans and later she had private lessons with Benita Valente in America. Currently 
she is a recipient of the prestigious Fellowship Award of CUNY Graduate Center in New 
York for Doctoral Studies in Music Performance. During DMA she had been mentored by 
Daniel Phillips and Donald Weilerstein on the violin, and additionally she trained voice with
Robert White.

Magdalena was one of the Holland Music Sessions’ New Masters on Tour, and she was 
admitted and performed at American music training programs, including Itzhak Perlman 
Chamber Music Program and Residencies, Yellow Barn, Norfolk Festival, as well as 
Krzyżowa-Music in Poland, and IMS Prussia Cove in the UK. Magdalena has been 
awarded scholarships from the Musicians’ Benevolent Fund, the Philharmonia 
Orchestra/Martin Musical Scholarship Fund, the Craxton Memorial Trust, the City of Lon-
don Corporation, the Derek Butler Trust, the Wolfson Foundation, the English Speaking 
Union, the Norfolk Festival/ Yale Summer Music School Fellowship, the Fishmongers’ 
Company, the Solti Foundation and the Zetland Foundation.

Magdalena is also an avid music educator. She has taught in London at the City University
and Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance (Junior Department), and in New 
York at the Aaron Copland School of Music (Queens College/CUNY). She has given mas-
terclasses in Brazil, Yellow Barn’s Young Artists Program and through Itzhak Perlman’s 
Music Residencies in America. 

Since 2019 she is supported by the Beare’s International Violin Society in London which 
kindly loans Magdalena some of the finest instruments, including violins by Stradivarius, 
Nicolo Amati, Guadagnini or Peter Guarneri. For her Carnegie Hall debut, Magdalena will 
play a fine Francesco Rugeri violin.


